‘~ =dent is being ipeached may
-—still have something to learn

PR

#before the election. There is
2% Jittle doubt that the Chancel-
... lor knew exactly where the

‘}e‘:,"\money — and his aides’
o wages —were commg from.
””‘ .+ Although receiving no per-
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gy
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Jdo same ' man everyone else
>ui knows; he certainly doesn’t
v have much in common with
~* the media’s Mandelson, let
alone with the treasured tar-
is-get of sour-faced critics on

the old Left.

KNOW a man called
Peter Mandelson but I

The trouble with Peter is v

. that he doesn’t fit. He cannot

= be squeezed into the made-to-

= measure stereotypes that the
::media reserve for politicians.
me He refuses to be corralled
&% within the normal bound-
wwaries of class-based British
3‘, politics.

:ﬁonly Despite all my efforts to
eelead him astray, he sticks to

mpuntan hot water and lemon,

wxand his preferred social
Mg ctivity is supper - in the
_ smwkitchen with a few friends.

jaw True, he has a passion- for -
sexdancing, but you are much -
mamore likely to encounter |
mxJgck Cunningham or John '

mPrescott than Peter m a
= disco.

me: . The reality lS that he is-a

zman who puts in the hours. I

"*have known some serious

meStakhanovites in my time —

o> Margaret Thatcher among
: them — but Peter Mandelson
wex: is right up there, even though
e he prefers to make success
-;: seem effortless.

o= _He was one of the very few
®=members of the present

nGovernment to. grasp from -

= the first day the difference
mwhetween opposition ‘politics
:and ministerial life. In oppo-
:sitlon, you can get away on a

me: Wing-and -a prayer: make.a

B speech; issue a press release,

nand then go home: for- the .

ynight. In government, you
W= have to master a brief, take
mmdecisions, follow them
I=through, and be answerable
gfor the consequences.. Few
sempresent ministers had more

gof anappetite for solid work

mexthan Peter.-

= _Is lie really a master of the
_wmdark arts of media manipula-
mn:tion? He has benefited from
B> that reputation.- And cer-

man who ‘can end up launch-
is flagship White Pape:
mpetitiveness oni‘a‘d

in this field.
\  The Peter Mandglson that I

don’t think he can be the '

A Champagne socialist? If | :

tainly he .is a master of get- ity
gtin_g across messages. But'a .aC]

become a very dangerous
commodity. But there are
others — especially- among
. Labour's more, traditionalist
__elements — hoping’ that last
week’s events w1ll spell the

difficulty, Mr Blair may have
.felt that he needed help from .
aman whose.advice he values .
above all others; he .needed
Mr Mandelson beside him.
COmment— Page 22,

Lady Powell: ‘The Peter | know h}fas a rare abllity to Ilste !

.- (‘Iaﬂa‘ Powell doesn’t recognise the

media image of Mandelson as a sinister

51;mampu1ator she knows a hard working,

rcarmg man whom she

hke”, and reSpects

‘know has another charactens-ﬁ;'i"
tic rare among -politicians, o
and thatisthe ability to listen -

alrlndbegenmnelyin sted in
the
‘what ‘makes‘h

attractive' friend- and confi-
dant, espeelallytowomen.

‘ He has -time for people,
especially’ for people who

have problems. that seem

nity to talk to ;lenry Kissin-

views, of .others. That is{u:

1mportant to’ them if not to:

bles’
he /class.barriers -of
ife in h utique way,

ness" adonng the opportu-

ger or Lee Kwan Yew or a 'host
of other -towering figures.
en nddled» cr!tics

New[.abourhasalottoleamr

Am T‘just a push-over for
the legend of the ayuncular
Peter, bouncmg friends

T
toministerlal drlvers .
But I am an unabyﬁshed

- 'wider constituency.”

admirer of politlclans who o

set out to break the moiild
and change things rather
than just run along a groove.
That matters much niore to
me than party loyalty. It is
what attracted me to Marga-
ret Thatcher and Jimmy
Goldsmith, and what does
attract me to Tony Blair.

They are not bums-in-min- {
isterial seats. They have a |-

passion for change, and no
one has been more of an
agent for.change within the
Labour Party than Peter.
Herepresents the polltlcs of
the future.

It is fear and hatred of |

change that bring out the
bile in Peter Mandelson’s
critics, above all those in his
own party, particularly the.

old Left, who brought Brit- |

ain to the brink of dlsaster
“in theu' times. .

T

Peter Mandelson’s: —.
or, let’s -face it, Tony

Blair’s - ability ' to reach:
‘beyond Labour’s barricades: -

and win support. froni

'E"

Aztec. priests; ‘they kno
that when - they lose ‘the

ability to cower their cap-ij s
tive ‘congregations, ‘they |’

become irrelevant.

‘Peter madé a mistake, not
a very grave one and I doubt:
that- the building . society

cares one way or the other as |
long as his ‘mortgage: pay- |’

ments are made. But, unlike

many -others in the last |

government or this one; his

HEY cannot bear

fingers. 'did’ not. havé to'be |~ -

prised from the ministerial

red box. He did the decent | ..
thing and deserves réspect |

for that Not since-

honourable behavnour
Governm

"the strategy. ]
changed the'thee of:

our Party and tha
returns -in“due co

ourgam A

nts need chargc. ] :_f.
ters and: this one wﬂl_be,.;
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